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U.N.Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 

Article 25: Everyone has the RIGHT to a standard 

of living, adequate for the health and well-being of 

himself and of his family, including food, clothing, 

housing and medical care……… 

 

Daily, Sufficient, Healthy Food is 

A Human Right 

 

                            



 2000:  United Nations Millennium Declaration  

 Millennium Goal 1:  To halve poverty and hunger 

in the world, by 2015 



2008-2011: Food (price)crises  

 





Food crisis has created: 

 Between 2007-2011 about 150 million more! 

hungry people 



1000 Million: chronically hungry 

 

The rural landless:  20% 

Forests 

dwellers, 

pastoralists, 

fishermen:  7% Smallholder  farms:  50% 

The urban poor: 23% 



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/GHI_2011_Severity_Map.jpg


Simultaneous Global Crises: Cultural Crisis?  

Financial/ 

Economical 

Conflict/ 

Terrorisme Food Environment/ 

Climate/water 

Energy 



Food security towards 2050 

Now: 1 billion hungry people 

 

 2050: world population 9 billion 





The Food crisis is Chronic; the drivers 

1. Rising populations ( 6.5 -> 9 billion) 

2. Rising per capita incomes 

3. Growing demand for livestock products 

4. Growing demand for biofuels 

5. Increasing land scarcity 

6. Slowing of productivity increases in agriculture 

7. Climate change 

8. Increasing water scarcity 

9. Fertilizer scarcity (urea, phosphate) 

10.Unfavorable Public Mindset 

 

 



World Ecological Footprint 

- humanity today needs 1.3 planets to survive-  

Source: Living Planet Report 2008, WWF, GFN,ZSL 13 



OECD-FAO agricultural outlook 2009-2019 

Wageningen University Forecast 2050 

Food security is possible medium and long term  

but  

many conditions to be fulfilled 

 

 

double food production with half the input  



The Human Challenge 

2x more with 2 x less  



Pre-conditions for Longer term Foodsecurity  

 Invest heavily in agricultural development                 

(priority to increased smallholder productivity)  

 Lower animal proteine consumtion/production 

 Mitigate /adapt to climate change 

 Increase agricultural research and education 

 Accept “safe” GMO’s 

 Reduce use of scarce resources (water, energy, phosfate) 

 Concentrate on 3rd. generation bio-fuels 

 Improve rural infrastructure 

 Reduce post-harvest losses and Fight waste 

 Do it NOW!!! 



Renewed Dutch Leadership to support  Global Food Security 

(Worldconnectors Policy Statement 2011)   

 Invest € 1 billion ODA, during 10 years, in agriculture for 

global food security and climate smart, fair and 

sustainable growth, aiming to: 

1. Alleviate chronic hunger for 1 billion people 

2. Feed a world with 9 billion people by 2050 

3. Achieve a new and sustainable Green Revolution 

4. Strenghten a leading role for The Netherlands in 

International and Development Cooperation 

5. Involve the Dutch private sector throughout the agro-

food supply chain 

6. Contribute to international political stability 



Agriculture can feed the world! 

 
   Opening of the  

Conference of ELLS  
 

Rector Magnificus  

 





















 


